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ABSTRACT 



This paper discusses the role of the Directorate of Studies 
in the legislative work of the Hellenic Parliament (Greece) . The first 
section describes the establishment and organization of the Directorate of 
Studies, which consists of three departments: the department for the 
elaboration of bills and law proposals, the department for parliamentary 
research and studies, and the Secretariat. The second section covers the 
duties and responsibilities in legislative work of the Directorate of 
Studies, including its principle role of assisting the legislative work of 
the Parliament in a purely scientific manner, impartially and objectively 
without any influence from political parties, as well as several domains in 
day-to-day parliamentary work, e.g., elaboration of reports on bills/law 
proposals, answering questions submitted by representatives, legislative 
research, and other forms of assistance. The third section presents a SWOT 
(Strength, Weakness, Opportunities, Threats) analysis. (Contains 31 
footnotes . ) (MES ) 
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Foreword 

The form of government of Greece is that of a parliamentary republic 1 . The legislative power is exercised 
by the Parliament and the President of the Republic 2 . The Hellenic Parliament consists of one Chamber 
with 300 members elected through direct, universal and secret ballot for a term of four consecutive years . 

In practice, however, the parliamentary mandate rarely comes to an end in four years as, quite often, there 
is early dissolution of Parliament and promulgation of early elections - according to the provisions of the 
Constitution 4 . 



The main legislative duties of MPs consist in the submission of law proposals 5 , the elaboration of Bills and law 
proposals, participation in the work of the parliamentary committees and debate in the plenary session of the House. 



1 Article 1 of the Constitution. The Greek Constitution was adopted in 1975 by the fifth Revisionary Parliament 
which was elected in 1974 - after the collapse of the seven years’ military regime and the declaration of democracy. It 
was first amended in 1986 mainly as regards the powers of the President of the Republic and amended for a second 
time in April 200 1 . This recent amendment was quite broad (about 3/5 of its articles were revised) and its basic 
characteristic is the inclusion of new articles and provisions that were required by the needs of our time in the spirit 
of globalisation. 

2 Article 26 of the Constitution. 

3 Articles 5 1 , 53 of the Constitution. 

4 Articles 32 par. 4, 41 par. 1 & 2 of the Constitution. 

5 “Bill” is the legislative Act submitted by the Government; “law proposal” is the legislative Act submitted by MPs. 
Bills are the great majority of Acts submitted to the House; only a very few law proposals have been voted by the 
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